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Premier  Proclaims  Dec.  1st 


Alberta  Farmers  Excel 


Safe- Driving  Day  In  Alberta     At  Royal  Winter  Fair 


The  following  proclamation  designating  Dec.  1  as  "S-D  Day"  has 
been  issued  by  the  Hon.  Ernest  C.  Manning,  Premier  of  Alberta. 

In  proclaiming  the  observance  throughout  Alberta  of  Safe- 
Driving  Day  on  Thursday,  December  1st,  I  would  emphasize  two 
aspects  of  the  drive  against  traffic  accidents. 

First,  my  belief  that  the  solution  lies  in  positive  action  by 
every  citizen. 

Second,  the  conviction  that  traffic  accidents  can  best  be 
prevented  by  organized  effort  in  the  local  community. 

Certainly  we  in  this  province  are  acutely  aware  of  the  fact 
that  the  place  to  attack  the  traffic  safety  problem  is  in  the 
community  and  that  the  responsibility  rests  upon  each  one  of 
us  as  individuals.  Last  May  delegates  from  this  province  were 
present  in  Ottawa  when  the  Canadian  Highway  Safety  Con- 
ference was  first  formed  and  pledged  their  wholehearted  support 
to  a  program  aimed  at  reducing  highway  accidents  in  this  country. 
As  the  first  major  project  in  this  program,  S-D  Day  is  our  first 
opportunity  to  translate  our  pledge  of  support  into  action.  It  is 
my  fervent  hope  that  each  community,  through  every  local 
organization  which  can  be  of  assistance,  will  co-operate  in  making 
S-D  Day  a  day  free  of  accidents  in  Alberta. 

To  co-ordinate  this  province-wide  program,  I  have  appointed 
the  Honorable  Gordon  Taylor,  Minister  of  Highways,  to  act  as 
provincial  director.  The  Alberta  Safety  Council  is  taking  a  most 
active  part  in  the  campaign.  I  am  confident  that  you,  whether 
motorist  or  pedestrian,  will  give  your  complete  support  in  helping 
to  make  S-D  Day  an  outstanding  success  in  this  province. 

Just  how  serious  is  the  traffic  accident  problem  in  Alberta 
at  this  time?  Last  year  205  people  were  killed  and  another  3,632 
were  injured.  The  tragedy  of  this  situation  lies  in  the  fact  that 
the  vast  majority  of  these  accidents  could  have  been  prevented. 

S-D  Day  will  demonstrate  that  traffic  accidents  can  be 
materially  reduced  when  each  pedestrian  and  motorist  accepts 
full  personal  responsibility  for  observing  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
all  traffic  regulations.  In  short,  every  citizen  is  being  asked  to 
walk  and  drive  with  care,  courtesy  and  common  sense.  The 
goal  of  S-D  Day  is  that  every  community  should  be  accident-free 
for  the  twenty-four  hour  period  of  December  1st.  But  we  must 
remember  that  no  sizeable,  permanent,  accident  reduction  may 
be  attained  by  a  one-day  effort.  The  attitudes  and  practices 
fostered  in  preparation  for  S-D  Day  should  carry  over  into  future 
performances  with  the  objective  of  making  every  day  a  Safe- 
Driving  Day.  • 


Three  world  grain  championships  were  among  the  many 
awards  taken  by  Alberta  farmers  at  the  Royal  Winter  Fair  in 
Toronto  last  month.  These  were  the  wheat  championship  won 
by  Robert  Cochrane  of  Grande  Prairie,  barley  championship  won 
by  R.  W.  Hummel  of  Milk  River,  and  the  world  rye  championship 
taken  by  Jack  McBride  of  Benalto. 

Although  a  record  number  of  18,4 SI  entries  were 
received  from  all  parts  of  the  world.  Alberta  figured 
prominently  in  almost  all  classes. 

Among  Alberta's  awards  were:  grand  champion  ewe,  champion 
Hampshire  ram,  champion  Suffolk  ram,  champion  Suffolk  flock, 
grand  champion  Hereford  bull,  champion  senior  yearling  Hereford 
bull,  grand  champion  Ayrshire  bull,  grand  champion  market 
steer,  grand  champion  Shorthorn,  grand  champion  Hereford,  grand 
champion  Percheron  mare,  best  Canadian-bred  Clydesdale,  cham- 
pion grain  and  clothing  4-H  club  projects,  reserve  butter  rosette 
championship,  champion  sweet  clover,  alsike  clover  and  creeping 
red  fescue,  and  world  bean  championship. 

Following  are  the  championships  brought  to  Alberta: 

Cattle — grand  champion  market  steer  and  reserve  champion  grade  steer, 
Ed  Noad,  Pincher  Creek.  Hereloids:  grand  champion,  senior  champion  and 
reserve  junior  champion  bulls,  J.  A.  Paul,  Okotoks;  champion  senior  yearling 
bull,  Albert  Bieber,  Rimbey;  grand  reserve  champion  and  junior  champion, 
E.  C.  Hunter,  Airdrie;  senior  reserve  champion,  Mclntyre  Ranching  Co., 
Lethbridge.  Shorthorns:  grand  champion,  Allan  G.  Wilson,  Duhamel.  Red 
Polls:  junior  grand  champion  and  reserve  grand  champion,  H.  L.  Sweet, 
Morningside;  reserve  junior  champion,  Joseph  Marshall,  Innisfail.  Holsteins: 
two  best  animals,  A.  Millington,  Medicine  Hat.  Aytshires:  grand  champion 
bull,  Richards  Brothers,  Red  Deer.  General:  champion  car  lot  under  1,100 
lbs.,  T.  F.  Noad,  Olds. 

Sheep — grand  champion  ewe,  Grenville  and  Trentham,  Morrin.  Suflolks: 
champion  ram  and  reserve  champion  flock,  P.  J.  Rock,  Drumheller;  champion 
ewe,  reserve  champion  ram  and  champion  flock,  Grenville  and  Trentham. 
Hampshires:  champion  ram  and  reserve  champion  ram,  B.  H.  A.  McDonald 
and  Son,  Vulcan.  Wool:  reserve  champion  range  wool,  W.  F.  Wilford,  Stavely. 

Swine — Senior  champion  and  grand  champion  Tamworth  boar,  W.  A. 
Greenway,  Acme.  Hoises — Clydesdales:  reserve  senior  champion  breeding 
horse,  W.  Macdonald,  Turner  Valley;  reserve  grand  champion  and  best 
Canadian-bred,  Hugh  'Downey,  Turner  Valley.  Percheions:  grand  champion 
mare.  Hardy  E.  Salter,  Calgary;  champion  draught  class,  Lloyd  M.  Lohr, 
Erskine.    Poultry — best  dressed  young  turkeys,  South  Edmonton  Produce  Co. 

Grain — reserve  champion  spring  wheat,  Ronald  R.  Leonhardt,  Drumheller; 
reserve  champion  two-rowed  barley,  F.  J.  Schultz,  Coutts;  first  prize,  4-H 
barley,  Lawrence  McGillivray,  Joffre;  first  prize,  4-H  oats,  Arnold  Jones,  Ponoka; 
first  prize,  4-H  wheat,  Barbara  Thomas,  Indus;  first  prize,  sweet  clover,  George 
Jordan,  Wembley;  first  prize,  alsike  clover,  T.  Corlett,  Clairmont;  first  prize, 
creeping  red  fescue,  P.  G.  Harris  and  Son,  Beaverlodge;  world  bean  cham- 
pionship, I.  B.  Roberts,  Raymond. 

National  4-H  Clubs — grain  project,  Dennis  Lindberg,  Bluffton,  and  Bruce 
Gateman,  Mossleigh;  clothing  project,  Shirley  Johannson,  Markerville,  and 
Claire  Gardiner,  Millet.  Honey:  reserve  Canadian  champion,  L.  Regamey, 
North  Edmonton;  reserve  champion  liquid  golden  honey,  L.  Regamey.  Buttei — 
reserve  butter  rosette  champion,  C.A.D.P.,  Ponoka. 

In  addition,  there  were  numerous  first  prizes,  Canadian 
awards  and  similar  high  honors  taken  by  Albertans.  • 
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Licence  plates  aie  manufactured  lor  the  first  time  in  Alberto  by  inmates  ol  Fort  Saskatchewan  Jail.  At  left,  a  guard  watches  while  prisoners  hang  newly- 
stamped  plates  on  a  machine  which  enamels  and  bakes  them  in  a  conveyor  belt  process.  In  the  centre  front  is  the  enamel  dipping  tank.  The  photo  at 
right  shows  Hon.  J.  J.  Bowlen,  Lieutenant-Governor,  left,  receiving  the  first  plate  manufactured  at  the  jail.  It  was  presented  by  E.  E.  Buchanan,  provincial 
inspector  of  jails.    The  plate  has  been  specially  lettered  and  worded  lor  the  lieutenant-governor's  car. 


Fort  Saskatchewan  Inmates 
Manufacture  Licence  Plates 

For  the  first  time  in  Alberta's  history,  motor  vehicle  licence 
plates  are  being  manufactured  within  the  province.  Formerly 
supplied  by  firms  from  eastern  Canada,  licence  plates  for  the 
province's  350,000  cars  and  trucks  are  being  made  by  inmates  of 
the  Fort  Saskatchewan  Jail  in  a  specially-constructed  metal  plant. 
The  new  metal  plant,  the  third  of  its  kind  in  Cana- 
dian jails,  has  an  assembly  line  that  is  equipped  with 
modern  machinery  capable  of  turning  out  a  variety  of 
road  signs  in  addition  to  the  preparation  of  licence 
plates.  By  keeping  the  plan!  operating  on  a  year  around 
basis,  it  is  anticipoted  the  saving  in  public  money  will 
result  in  paying  lor  the  building  and  its  machinery  within 
four  years. 

Two  trained  operators  have  been  employed  to  take  full 
charge  of  the  plant.  The  36  inmates  under  their  supervision  will 
receive  training  that  is  expected  to  provide  a  valuable  form  of 
rehabilitation.  Operating  hydraulic  presses,  enamel  bake  ovens 
and  other  special  processing  machines,  will  provide  inmates  with 
valuable  trades  that  they  can  make  use  of  after  their  release. 

The  one-storey  plant,  measuring  60  feet  by  120  feet,  is  of 
cement  block  construction  and  is  well  lighted  by  both  fluorescent 
and  natural  lighting  from  the  1  arge  glass  block  windows. 
Cement  flooring  is  used  throughout.  A  special  concrete  slab, 
separated  from  the  surrounding  floor,  is  designed  to  carry  the 
175  ton  stockpile  of  sheet  steel  without  putting  any  additional 
stress  on  the  main  floor  area. 

Using  a  continuous  assembly  line  method,  the  sheets  of  metal 
are  cut  into  six-inch  widths  by  giant  shears  and  then  a  small 
press  cuts  them  into  the  correct  lengths,  punching  the  mounting 
holes  at  the  same  time.  A  60-ton  hydraulic  press,  operated  by 
three  men,  stamps  the  lettering  and  embosses  the  edges.  The 
metal  strips  are  then  thoroughly  cleaned  as  they  pass  through 
a  chemical  dip,  immersion  in  hot  water  and  finally  an  acid  bath. 
After  being  cleansed,  plates  are  handled  with  gloves  to  protect 
the  metal  from  stains.  They  are  dried  in  gas-fired  drying  ovens 
and  placed  on  a  rack  that  carries  them  through  the  enamel  tanks. 

The  1956-57  licence  plate  will  have  a  white  background  with 
red  lettering.  The  white  enamel  background  has  a  hard  lustrous 
finish  produced  by  running  the  plates  through  a  machine  which 
dips  them  and  then  bakes  the  enamel  in  one  continuous  operation. 
This  cycle  is  repeated  twice  and  after  the  plates  pass  through 
a  numerical  coater,  which  paints  the  lettering,  they  are  returned 
to  the  oven  for  drying  and  hardening  of  the  red  paint. 

Completed  late  last  summer,  the  plant  is  now  operating  at 
full  capacity  with  an  efficiency  which  is  in  part  due  to  three 
years'  intensive  research  by  the  Attorney  General's  Department. 
After  amassing  an  enormous  amount  of  information  on  the  pro- 
duction of  licence  plates  in  jails  throughout  Canada  and  United 
States,  they  were  able  to  recommend  how  the  plant  should  be 
erected  and  what  machinery  should  be  used.  A  firm  from  Hunting- 
don, Pennsylvania,  which  specializes  in  supplying  and  installing 
machinery  in  jails,  was  awarded  the  contract.  Their  responsi- 
bility was  fulfilled  when  the  machinery  was  installed,  the 
operators  fully  trained  and  the  complete  unit  was  functioning 
smoothly.  • 


Mayerthorpe,  Lac  La  Biche 
Get  Provincial  Buildings 

Two  new  Provincial  Buildings  have  been  officially  opened  to 
provide  centralized  offices  of  the  Alberta  Government  outside  the 
larger  cities.  The  two  new  buildings,  located  at  Mayerthorpe 
and  Lac  La  Biche,  were  opened  by  Hon.  James  Hartley,  Minister 
of  Public  Works. 

The  Mayerthorpe  Provincial  Building  is  a  one-storey  stone 
and  masonry  structure  which  will  house  the  Treasury  Branch, 
liquor  store,  court  room,  district  agriculturist  and  Department  of 
Highways.  Built  at  an  approximate  cost  of  $170,000,  the  building 
will  serve  the  needs  of  the  north-western  Alberta  area. 

The  Lac  La  Biche  Provincial  Building,  which  is  a  two-storey 
brick  and  terrazo  structure,  cost  an  estimated  $225,000.  The 
first  floor  will  contain  the  Treasury  Branch,  liquor  store,  district 
agriculturist  and  Alberta  Government  Telephones,  while  the 
second  floor  will  house  the  court  room  and  offices  of  the  Depart- 
ments of  Lands  and  Forests,  and  Municipal  Affairs.  • 

Loans  To  Municipalities 
Mean  Saving  Of  Millions 

Six  Alberta  towns  and  one  hospital  have  received  a  total 
of  $674,700  in  loans  from  the  Alberta  Government  for  new  con- 
struction and  municipal  improvements.  These  loans  were  made 
in  October  under  the  Municipal  Capital  Expenditures  Loans  Act. 

The    largest    loan    went    to  •  

Medicine  Hat  Hospital,  which  municipalities  to  save  more 
received  $500,000  for  construe-  than  $2,000,000  annually  in  in- 
tion  work.   Other  loans  include:     terest  charges  by  obtaining  the 

Didsbury   $  7,200   Paving  work        necessary    money    from  the 

Jasper  Place  49,750   Curbs  &  paving    government,  rather  than  from 
10,250    Gravelling  private  businesses. 

Lacombe         60,000    Ice  plant  xhe  purpose  of  the  program 

°°n°ka    8,200    Water  &  Sewer     ig  to  assist  municipalities  in  at- 

Spirit  River  20,600  Water  &  Sewer  taining  financial  stability  and 
Wainwright   18,700   Water  &  Sewer        ^elp  bring  about  a  progres- 

Since  the  inception  of  the  act  sive  reduction  in  municipal 
in    April,    1953,    the    Alberta  taxes. 

Further    aid    for  extending 

763  255    to   municipa  ities   for  electrical  power  to  rural  areas 

such   work   as   installation   of  was  made  during  October,  when 

water  and  sewer  systems,  street  33  j^^^g  totalling  $414,998  were 

improvements    and    new    con-  provided  under  the  Rural  Elec- 

struction.  trification      Revolving  Fund. 

The  loans  under  this  Act.  and  Since  the  inception  of  this  fund 

under  the  former  Self  Liquidat-  in  April,  1953,  a  total  of  $11,- 

ing    Projects   Act   have   been  967,063    has   been   loaned  to 

made  available  at  low  rates  of  rural     electrification  associa- 

interest.      This    has    enabled  tions.  * 
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Construction  Of  Buildings 
Major  Concern  In  1906 

Alberta's  first  government,  led  by  Hon.  A.  C.  Rutherford, 
held  its  opening  ceremonies  in  the  Thistle  Rink  on  March  5,  1906. 
It  was  natural  that  one  of  the  primary  subjects  for  discussion 
and  decision  should  be  that  of  providing  a  structure  to  house 
the  offices  of  the  newly-formed  government. 

In  1905  a  temporary  building  had  been  selected  for  use 
until  the  permanent  Legislative  Building  was  completed.  This 
building  was  known  as  the  Terrace  Building  and  stands  south 
and  east  of  the  main  building.  Construction  of  the  Terrace 
Building  was  so  planned  that  it  could  be  turned  into  an  apart- 
ment house  when  it  was  no  longer  required  by  the  government, 
but  the  expansion  of  administrative  facilities  was  more  rapid 
than  anticipated  and  the  structure  still  houses  overflow  offices 
of  government  departments. 

Alberta's  Legislative  Building  was  designed  by  A.  M.  Jeffers, 
architect  and  chief  of  the  engineering  branch  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Works,  while  construction  was  supervised  by  Hon. 
W.  H.  Gushing,  Minister  of  Public  Works.  Although  contracts 
were  let  for  wiring,  heating,  plumbing  and  ventilation,  the  actual 
work  on  the  building  was  done  largely  by  day  labor. 

Excavation  work  began  in  August,  1907.  Concrete  footings 
were  put  in  for  the  basement  in  the  spring  of  1908  but  quicksand 
was  encountered  and  it  became  necessary  to  sink  concrete  pilings 
reinforced  with  steel  channel  beams,  before  the  footings  were 
laid.  This  delay  consumed  much  of  the  building  season  of  1908 
but  a  start  was  made  on  the  steelwork  that  same  year  and  the 
major  part  of  the  skeleton  had  been  fabricated  by  1909. 

The  first  granite  to  be  used  in  construction  was  quarried  on 
Vancouver  Island  for  the  base,  or  first  storey,  including  the  steps 
at  the  main,  east  and  west  entrances. 

Cornerstone  Laid 

The  cornerstone  was  laid  on  October  1  of  that  year.  Approxi- 
mately four  feet  by  five  feet,  it  is  located  at  the  northeast  corner 
of  the  building  and  the  brass  plaque  bears  the  inscription:  "This 
cornerstone  was  laid  by  His  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable 
Albert  Henry  George,  Earl  Gray,  G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G.,  G.C.V.O,, 
Governor  General  of  Canada,  October  1,  1909"  Under  the  stone 
were  laid  copies  of  each  of  the  three  Edmonton  newspapers,  a 
complete  set  of  plans  of  the  building,  coins  and  currency,  a  copy 
of  the  pay  sheet  and  a  list  of  the  officials  who  had  supervised 
the  construction  work. 

On  November  30,  1911,  although  construction  was  far  from 
completed,  a  session  of  the  Legislature  was  opened  for  the  first 
time  in  the  new  building. 

The  official  opening  took  place  on  September  3,  1912, 
although  the  building  was  still  far  from  complete.  However,  upon 
the  arrival  of  the  Royal  Party,  the  main  entrance,  the  rotunda, 
the  Legislative  Chamber,  the  dining  room  and  most  of  the  east 
wing  were  ready. 

The  Duke  of  Connaught,  then  Governor  General  of  Canada, 
officially  opened  the  building  and  was  later  presented  with  a 
replica  of  the  key  which  he  had  used  to  unlock  the  main  doors. 
It  was  made  of  Saskatchewan  River  gold  and  was  surrounded 
by  the  Provincial  Arms  wrought  in  the  metal.  In  his  address 
His  Royal  Highness  complimented  the  government  not  only  upon 
the  location  of  the  Legislative  Building,  but  upon  the  general 
structure  itself.  "You,  gentlemen,"  he  concluded,  "have  shown 
your  sentiment  of  the  dignity  of  the  duties  which  have  to  be 
performed  here!"  ® 

Booklet  Portrays  Development 

A  new  32-page  publication,  "Graphs  of  Growth,"  which 
graphically  portrays  the  development  of  Alberta,  has  recently 
been  completed  by  the  Alberta  Bureau  of  Statistics  and  is  now 
available  to  the  public. 

The  booklet  presents  the  trend  of  growth  in  primary  and 
secondary  industries  with  particular  emphasis  on  the  past  ten 
years.  It  has  been  prepared  to  interest  officials  of  industrial 
and  commercial  firms  in  establishing  manufacturing  plants  and 
commercial  outlets  in  Alberta. 

Multi-colored  graphs  combined  with  explanatory  prefaces 
are  used  throughout  to  depict  the  various  phases  of  Alberta's 
economic  growth.  Interested  firms  may  secure  the  booklet  from 
the  Alberta  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Department  of  Industries  and 
Labour,  Administration  Building,  Edmonton.  • 


Survey  Team  Causes  Decline 
In  Insect-Borne  Diseases 

The  Alberta  Government's  program  of  prevention  and  con- 
trol of  diseases  transmitted  to  human  beings  by  pests  and  insects 
has  proven  so  successful  that  not  a  single  fatality  from  insect- 
borne  diseases  has  occurred  in  Alberta  during  the  past  12  years. 
This  is  contrasted  by  the  17  fatalities  which  occurred  in  the  early 
stages  of  the  program  from  1938  tol943. 

Yearly  surveys,  conducted  under  the  supervision  of  Provincial 
Entomologist  J.  H.  Brown,  determine  the  presence  of  plagues  and 
fevers  by  collecting  a  vast  array  of  parasitic  insects  and  small 
rodents  which  may  act  as  carriers  of  disease. 

In  1955,  a  total  of  2,979  specimens  of  parasitic 
insects  and  possible  carriers  were  sent  to  laboratories 
for  examination.  When  the  results  of  these  examinations 
are  known,  further  knowledge  will  be  available  on  areas 
where  human  beings  may  contact  such  diseases  as  Rocky 
Mountain  spotted  fever,  Colorado  tick  fever,  tick  para- 
lysis, bubonic  plague  and  tularemia. 

Rocky  Mountain  spotted  fever,  which  was  formerly  considered 
fatal  to  human  beings,  can  now  be  prevented  by  a  vaccine  which 
is  made  available  through  the  Provincial  Department  of  Public 
Health.  The  Rocky  Mountain  fever  tick  was  first  found  in  1938 
and  since  then  has  continued  to  spread  throughout  southern 
Alberta.  This  year  a  collection  of  1,947  ticks  was  made  in  52 
separate  areas. 

The  Rocky  Mountain  fever  tick  can  also  carry  a  virus  disease 
known  as  Colorado  tick  fever.  The  tick  has  to  feed  for  a  period 
of  three  hours  before  producing  the  fever  which,  although  not 
fatal,  is  a  relapsing  type  requiring  a  long  period  of  convalescence. 
Ticks  bearing  the  disease  were  discovered  two  years  ago  in  the 
area  west  of  Calgary  and  were  found  in  the  Brooks-Calgary  area 
last  year,  however,  no  cases  of  persons  becoming  infected  with  the 
disease  have  occurred  in  Alberta  yet. 

A  type  of  paralysis,  at  one  time  confused  with  poliomyletis, 
can  also  be  caused  by  the  Rocky  Mountain  fever  tick.  The 
paralysis,  produced  by  a  toxin  secreted  by  a  feeding  female  tick, 
disappears  as  soon  as  the  tick  is  removed.  It  has  only  occurred  in 
three  human  cases  in  Alberta,  none  of  which  were  fatal. 

Bubonic  plague  is  well  established  in  the  gopher  population 
of  east-central  Alberta.  This  has  been  controlled  by  shooting  and 
poisoning  the  rodents  in  areas  where  surveys  have  shown  the 
disease  to  be  prevalent.  This  year  60  separate  collections  were 
made  in  the  plague  survey.  The  327  gophers  and  114  mice  that 
were  collected  yielded  889  fleas.  Samples  taken  in  an  area 
ranging  from  Milk  River  to  Camrose  were  sent  to  the  Dominion 
Virological  Laboratory  in  Ottawa  for  examination. 

Fortunately  bubonic  plague  is  prevalent  only  in  areas  of  low 
population  density  and  the  only  fatality  to  humans  in  this  province 
occurred  in  1937.  As  the  fleas  travel  very  short  distances,  a 
person  must  come  in  contact  with  infected  animals  before  the 
flea  will  transfer  to  the  human  being.  Anti-biotics  which  have 
proven  successful  in  India  are  now  on  hand  to  effect  treatment. 

Tularemia,  commonly  known  as  deer  fly  fever  or  rabbit  fever, 
is  well  established  in  north-central  Alberta.  Since  1940  a  total 
of  72  cases  have  occurred  where  humans  have  contracted  the 
disease.  Although  no  vaccines  have  been  produced  to  combat 
this  disease,  anti-biotics  have  proven  to  be  an  effective  cure.  • 


WITHIN  OUR  BORDERS 

"Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  publication  designed  to  acquaint  the  people 
of  the  Province  with  the  administration  and  services  of  the  Alberta  Government. 

There  are  no  restrictions  in  the  republishing  of  any  material,  but  a  credit 
line  would  be  appreciated. 

Notice  of  change  of  address  should  be  accompanied  by  the  mailing  address 
label  on  the  front  of  this  issue.  No  charge  is  made  for  "Within  Out  Borders," 
and  new  readers  are  invited  to  forward  their  names  and  addresses  to:  "IFithin 
Our  Borders,"  Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 
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WITHIN      OUR  BORDERS 


Land  Titles  Office  Keeps  Records 
Of  Property  Sales  And  Transfers 


Each  time  a  piece  of  land  within  the  boundaries  of  Alberta 
changes  ownership,  a  highly  efficient  team  goes  into  action. 
Located  in  the  Land  Titles  Building,  this  team  is  organized  to 
record  in  detail  all  transactions  concerning  land  holdings  through- 
out the  province.  Accomplishing  this  with  a  great  degree  of 
accuracy  provides  a  measure  of  protection  to  property  owners 
that  is  known  in  very  few  countries  of  the  world. 

Alberta  has  two  offices  for  the  recording  of  all  land  trans- 
actions, one  located  in  Calgary  and  the  other  in  Edmonton,  with 
the  division  being  formed  by  a  line  running  from  east  to  west 
between  townships  34  and  35.  Over  one  million  titles  have  been 
issued  in  the  Edmonton  office  since  1905,  while  the  Calgary  office 
has  issued  more  than  825,000  titles  during  the  same  period.  Due 
to  the  province's  increased  growth  and  prosperity  the  present 
staff  of  100  persons  in  the  Edmonton  office,  has  been  doubled  in 
the  past  five  years  to  handle  the  detailed  and  exacting  work 
of  issuing  an  enormous  amount  of  titles  and  recording  the  neces- 
sary data  for  future  reference. 

Purpose  ol  Title 

A  "land  title"  is  a  document  that  defines  the  owner  and 
location  of  a  piece  of  property;  it  is  a  guarantee  by  the  Province 
that  the  property  is  free  of  any  encumbrances  such  as  debts  or 
mortgages,  other  than  those  noted  on  the  title.  In  the  possible 
event  that  this  information  is  incorrect,  the  Province  then  is  liable 
for  any  losses  that  the  parties  concerned  may  have  suffered 
through  the  errors  or  omissions  of  the  Land  Titles  office. 

This  system  of  guaranteed  title  is  relatively  new  in  Canada 
and  is  practiced  in  very  few  other  countries  due  to  the  difficulty 
of  converting  from  old  established  systems.  Alberta  and  Sas- 
katchewan are  the  only  provinces  in  the  Dominion  that  have 
their  lands  registered  almost  completely  by  this  method.  Other 
provinces  use  the  "registry  system"  solely  or  in  conjunction  with 
other  systems. 

The  Alberta  procedure  of  registering  rightful  owners  of  par- 
cels of  land  is  known  as  the  Torrens  system.  Robert  Torrens,  its 
founder,  was  an  Australian  customs  officer.  Observing  that  the 
simple  method  of  registering  ships  was  convenient  and  reliable, 
he  saw  that  it  could  be  applied  to  land  as  well.  This  system 
was  adopted  in  Australia  in  1858  and  was  first  applied  in  Canada 
in  1883. 

In  the  registry  system,  each  transfer  or  encumbrance  on  one 
piece  of  land  is  recorded  on  the  same  document,  but  no  guarantee 
is  given  that  all  the  transactions  have  been  recorded.  If  one 
wishes  to  check  this  information,  a  detailed  and  costly  search 
must  be  made  of  the  daily  recordings  in  the  land  titles  register. 
Under  the  Torrens  system,  all  this  is  eliminated.    Each  owner  of 


More  than  1,000.000  "land  titles"  are  tiled  on  the  main  floor  of  the  Land  Titles 
Building,  Edmonton,  seen  above.    These  documents,  which  record  aU  trans- 
octions  concerning  property  throughout  the  province,  are  kept  in  4,000  registers 
which  are  stored  in  the  long  rows  oi  cabinets. 


property  is  given  a 
duplicate  certificate 
of  title  while  the 
original  is  filed  in 
the  land  titles  office. 

For  a  nominal  fee  of  twenty-five  cents,  anyone  is  entitled  to 
"search  a  title."  One  type  of  data  which  may  be  found  listed  on 
a  title  could  be  a  mortgage.  Complete  details  of  the  mortgage 
would  be  given — its  amount,  terms  and  duration.  If  the  mortgage 
has  been  paid,  this  too  will  be  noted,  as  all  firms  taking  property 
as  security  are  required  to  furnish  information  concerning  its 
acceptance  and  discharge.  Other  information  might  include  trans- 
fer of  mineral  rights,  leasing  of  mineral  rights,  tax  caveats,  judge- 
ment claims — just  a  few  of  the  variety  of  endorsements  that  can 
be  listed  on  it. 

The  transfer  of  title  which  occurs  when  a  piece  of 
property  changes  ownership  is  the  major  service  per- 
formed by  the  staff  of  the  land  titles  office.  Although 
this  is  done  in  a  relatively  short  time,  the  document 
passes  through  the  hands  of  many  skilled  workers  from 
the  time  it  is  handed  over  the  counter  until  the  guar- 
anteed document  is  returned. 

When  a  piece  of  property  changes  hands,  the  new  owner 
supplies  a  transfer  prepared  by  a  qualified  person  such  as  a 
lawyer.  This  transfer  is  then  ready  to  be  checked  and  recorded. 
First  step  in  the  chain  is  the  counterman.  Through  practice 
he  is  able  to  go  immediately  to  one  of  the  certificate  registers 
which  contain  the  original  title.  In  the  Edmonton  office  there 
are  over  4,000  of  these  registers,  each  containing  approximately 
250  titles.  After  checking  the  name  of  the  last  registered  owner, 
the  land  description  on  the  title  and  any  tax  caveats,  the  title 
then  passes  on  to  the  writ  register. 

The  writ  register  contains  detailed  information  of  judgements 
that  may  be  held  against  the  property.  If  these  have  not  been 
discharged,  they  are  recorded  on  the  new  title.  The  title  is 
then  passed  on  to  an  assistant  deputy  registrar  who  checks 
to  see  if  all  information  has  been  properly  recorded.  The  fees 
are  assessed  by  him  and  these  are  in  turn  collected  by  the 
cashier. 

Time  is  very  often  an  important  element  in  land  trans- 
actions, especially  in  the  case  of  securing  mineral  rights  where 
several  persons  may  attempt  to  get  them  at  the  same  time.  That 
is  where  the  Day  Book  plays  its  vital  role,  showing  the  date 
and  time  of  registration. 

Immediately  following  inspection  by  the  assistant  registrar 
and  payment  of  fees  to  the  cashier,  the  title  is  registered  and  the 
new  holder  of  the  title  is  considered  the  rightful  owner  of  the 
property.  The  number  of  the  new  title  and  the  time  are  then 
written  into  the  Day  Book.  The  document  then  passes  to  the 
cancellation  desk  where  endorsements  are  made  on  the  original 
title  showing  the  transfer  of  ownership  and  then  the  title  writers 
prepare  the  new  document  in  the  name  of  the  purchaser.  The 
original  is  filed  and  the  duplicate  title  is  handed  to  the  new 
owner. 

Assurance  Fund 

One  of  the  fees  collected  during  the  securing  of  a  new  title 
is  for  the  Assurance  Fund.  Monies  paid  into  this  fund  are  used 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  property  owners.  In  the 
transfer  of  land  if  errors  or  omissions  are  committed  on  the  part 
of  the  Land  Titles  staff,  the  party  suffering  can  claim  against  the 
Assurance  Fund  for  damages  suffered. 

The  main  floor  of  the  Edmonton  Land  Titles  building  is  mainly 
concerned  with  reception,  storing  of  titles  and  recording  of  data 
on  them.  The  second  floor  is  another  part  of  the  intricate 
mechanism.  Enormous  files  of  detailed  maps  for  every  piece  of 
property  throughout  the  province  are  stored  here  as  well  as  all 
the  documents  registered  in  the  office.  The  maps  are  constantly 
revised  to  show  subdivision  of  acreages  into  lots  and  blocks  as 
well  as  physical  changes  to  property  such  as  power  lines,  pipe 
lines  and  road  plan  changes. 

Heading  this  large  organization  are  a  registrar,  two  deputy 
registrars  and  eight  assistant  deputy  registrars.  All  of  these  men 
are  charged  with  the  job  of  guaranteeing  the  province's  property 
owners  that  their  titles  are  a  complete  and  authentic  record  of  all 
transactions  that  affect  their  property.  • 


